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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]BRISTOL LEGAL SQE SCHOLARSHIP (THE BLS SCHOLARSHIP)

APPLICATION FORM 2026


All parts of this form are mandatory and required to be completed, if any question or section is left blank, we will not be able to process your application.  Where there is a ‘tick’ box for your answer, please just click the box and a cross will appear in it indicating that this is your answer.  Where a box has a word limit, the box will automatically expand to fit your typing and stop at the word limit. 


Part 1: Personal Details

	Title:
	[bookmark: Text8]     
	First Name:
	[bookmark: Text9]     

	Last Name:
	[bookmark: Text10]     
	Mobile Number:
	[bookmark: Text13]     

	Address Line 1:
	[bookmark: Text11]     
	Address Line 2
	[bookmark: Text14]     

	Town:
	[bookmark: Text12]     
	Postcode:
	[bookmark: Text15]     

	Email Address:
	[bookmark: Text16]     




1 Residence

1.1 Confirm you reside in the Bristol and Bath region (generally within around 30 miles of Bristol)

I reside in the Bristol and Bath Region (within approximately 30 miles of Bristol)   ☐


2 Financial circumstances

Tick the statements that apply

2.1 I do not have access to familial loans or financial gifts   ☐

2.2 I do not have more than £5,000 in my savings account, current account, ISA or held elsewhere.   ☐



3 Your background

Tick all the statement that apply:

3.1 I attended a non-fee paying school   ☐

3.2 I am the first generation of my family to attend higher education   ☐

3.3 I was eligible for free school meals whilst at secondary school   ☐

3.4 I have been in local authority care   ☐

3.5 I am Estranged from family   ☐

3.6 I have Refugee status   ☐

3.7 I am the sole carer of a parent(s) child or, the sole carer of a sibling (including providing unpaid care to those with long-term physical or mental conditions as a result of age or a disability)   ☐

3.8 I am disabled (according to the definition in the Equality Act 2010) or Neurodivergent.  The Equality Act 2010 defined a disabled person as someone who has a mental or physical impairment that has a substantial and long-term adverse effect on the person’s ability to carry out normal day to day activities   ☐

3.9 I am from a Low household income demonstrated by any of the following: 

3.9.1.1 Being in receipt of Income Support, Job Seeker's Allowance, or Employment and Support Allowance   ☐

3.9.1.2 Being eligible for free school meals whilst at secondary school   ☐

3.9.1.3 Being in receipt of Universal Credit   ☐

3.9.1.4 Being in receipt of, or living with a parent/Guardian in receipt of Asylum Support   ☐

3.9.1.5 Being in receipt of a 16-19 Bursary in England or EMA (Education Maintenance Allowance) in Scotland, Wales or Northern Ireland   ☐

3.9.1.6 Being in receipt of Learner Support (FE 19+) or equivalent FE funding for Scotland, Wales or Northern Ireland   ☐

3.9.1.7 Living with a parent/Guardian in receipt of Child Tax Credit where the candidate is named on the award and the household income used to calculate the tax credits is less than £25,000   ☐

3.9.1.8 Living with a parent/Guardian in receipt of Income Support, Income based Jobseeker's Allowance or Income-based Employment and Support Allowance   ☐

3.9.1.9 Living with a parent/Guardian in receipt of Universal Credit, if the annual household take-home pay as stated on the award is less than £25,000   ☐


4 Exceptional challenges

4.1 If you fulfil the criteria under Clauses 1 and 2 and 3, you are automatically eligible to apply for The BLS Scholarship and do not need to complete section 4.1.  If you do not fulfil criteria under Clause 2 or 3, you may still be eligible to apply for The BLS Scholarship if you believe that you face or have faced significant challenges in pursuing your education and career ambitions as a result of your:

4.1.1 cultural background
4.1.2 health
4.1.3 disability or other condition (which falls outside the Equality Act definition)
4.1.4 sex
4.1.5 gender identity
4.1.6 sexual orientation
4.1.7 race or ethnicity
4.1.8 religion
4.1.9 or other challenging personal circumstances


4.2 Please describe these challenges here.  

(Up to 400 words)
	[bookmark: Text1]     




Part 2: Application and Commitment

5 Please confirm the following:

5.1 All statements made in this application are true at the time of submission   ☐

5.2 I have read and understand the application guidance and eligibility criteria ☐

5.3 If shortlisted, I am able to attend an interview 

5.3.1 on 16 June 2026   ☐
5.3.2 I am unable to attend on 16 June 2026 and request alternative arrangements   ☐

5.4 If my application is successful, I will provide regular updates on my progress to Bristol Law Society and update Bristol Law Society with my contact details   ☐

5.5 I am committed to studying and working in Bristol in the future   ☐

5.6 I confirm I have the unrestricted right to live and work in the UK   ☐


Part 3: Education

6 Higher education

Provide details of any qualifications gained in higher education (degree level and above) including those you are currently studying for.*

	Question:
	Your Answer:

	Name of Institution:
	[bookmark: Text17]     

	Qualification/Subject:
	[bookmark: Text18]     

	Mark or Grade:
	[bookmark: Text19]     

	Date Expected or Achieved:
	[bookmark: Text20]     

	(please specify expected or achieved, including the date expected or achieved)




7 Results

Law firms and other providers of legal services place importance on your degree class, with many requiring training contract applicants to have either a first class (1st) or an upper second class degree (2:1).  It is not a requirement for The BLS Scholarship to have achieved or be predicted to achieve a 1st or 2:1 degree.  If you faced challenges which resulted in you achieving a lower grade than expected, please describe these circumstances here.  

(Up to 250 words)
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Part 4: your commitment to becoming a solicitor

8 What experiences have most influenced your development as an individual?

(Up to 500 words)
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9 What motivates you to join the solicitors profession?

(Up to 500 words)
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10 What areas of law are you most interested in and why? Discuss a current affairs item, development or recent case you have found interesting that relates to this area of law

(Up to 700 words)
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11 Identify three essential skills you believe a solicitor must have and tell us how your experiences have helped you to develop these skills

This experience does not have to have been undertaken in the legal profession but may include:

11.1 vacation placements
11.2 internships
11.3 paid employment
11.4 voluntary work
11.5 personal commitments

(Up to 500 words)
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12 Study Plan (if applying for only Exam Funding)

Please include details of your study plan to support your BLS Scholarship application to demonstrate how you are preparing/would prepare for the relevant exam (this should include study methods, time allocation, and indications where available from your Course provider of readiness for the exams etc)  

(Up to 700 words)
	     




13 Course Details
Tick the option you are applying for

The College of Legal Practice: 
13.1 LLM in Legal Practice combined with SQE 1&2 preparation courses.   ☐
13.2 SQE1 and/or SQE2 preparation course/s.   ☐


14 Exam Details (if applying for only Exam Funding)
Tick the option you are applying for (if any)

14.1 [bookmark: _Hlk201594348] SQE1 - January 2027  ☐   
14.2  SQE2 – October 2026 ☐

14 Signature

I confirm the contents of this form are correct:

	Signed:
	Insert your full name in the box below
	Dated:
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We appreciate that not everyone has access to scanners or printers, therefore please just type your full name in the box in the font supplied and we will take this as your signature.  

Please send your completed Application Form to SQEScholarship@bristollawsociety.com before midnight 7th June 2026
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