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The work of the Law Society’s International Team 

The global nature of modern legal practice means that more solicitors are encountering 

international clients, dealing in cross-border matters and multinational opportunities. To 

support the profession when engaging internationally, or when exploring new opportunities, 

the Law Society’s International Team plays a central role in representing, supporting and 

promoting the interests of our members around the world. Their mission is to ensure that 

solicitors can operate confidently and effectively in an increasingly interconnected legal 

landscape, while also strengthening the global visibility and influence of the solicitor 

profession. 

Representing solicitors’ interests internationally  

The international team champions the interests of solicitors across a wide range of global 

legal and regulatory forums. They engage directly with governments, bar associations, law 

societies, regulators and multilateral institutions to influence policy and safeguard the 

profession’s ability to practice internationally. Through diplomatic engagement, strategic 

partnerships and active participation in international legal networks, the team strengthens the 

Law Society’s presence and leadership on the world stage.  

Supporting members in their international practice of law  

A core part of the team’s work is ensuring that solicitors who practice across borders have the 

support they need. They advocate for enhanced market access and expanded rights for 

solicitors of England and Wales and for UK law firms more widely. They also promote English 

and Welsh law as a preferred governing law for international contracts and highlight England 

and Wales as a Global Legal Centre and a jurisdiction of choice for international dispute 

resolution. Through this work, the solicitor qualification is positioned as a valuable and 

internationally recognised professional passport. In addition, the team provides practical 

support by facilitating international business opportunities, offering strategic guidance and 

enabling introductions and networking that help our members grow their global 

connections. 

Standing for Lawyers at Risk internationally 

The Law Society’s international team also plays an important role in protecting the 

independence, safety and fundamental rights of lawyers worldwide. They monitor and 

respond to threats facing legal professionals and when concerns arise, the team intervenes 

directly with governments, embassies and international institutions to defend the rule of law. 

They work closely with partners across the world to support and advocate for lawyers who 

face persecution, intimidation or unlawful restrictions on their practice as part of our Lawyers 

at Risk programme. Their work also includes promoting the ratification and implementation 

of the Council of Europe Convention for the Protection of the Professional Lawyer. Through 

sharing best practice and building capacity across borders, they help strengthen the 

independence and resilience of the global legal profession. 
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How the Law Society can support you in developing your international member offer 

Our international team are committed to working with local law societies to help strengthen 

regional international engagement. They are available to attend your committee meetings to 

discuss their work and to understand the international priorities and activities already taking 

place within your region, and to identify how these could grow and develop in collaboration 

with Law Society guidance and support. The team also organises events, including 

international roundtables, which most recently took place in Birmingham, Leeds and Kent 

(2025). At such roundtables, the team will be able to discuss opportunities arising in your 

area and explore how local solicitors could benefit. In addition, the team supports inward 

delegations, networking receptions and initiatives connected to the regional aspects of 

industrial and trade strategies.  

The team can provide guidance to local law societies and their members on international 

strategy and business development, and can support engagement with overseas 

associations, networks and global partners. Twinning opportunities are available for societies 

that wish to build long-term international relationships, and our team can help facilitate these 

connections.  
 
Stay informed 

You can stay updated on the Law Society’s international work by visiting our webpage, or by 

following the International Division on LinkedIn. We also have a monthly International Update 

that provides the latest news and opportunities directly to you.  

For any further details, discussion or support please contact Mickaël Laurans at 

Mickael.Laurans@lawsociety.org.uk or reach the team at International@lawsociety.org.uk you 

can also see the areas which our team members look after on our website. 
 

Summary of additional resources 

Stay updated 

• Bookmark our international webpage and sign up for our International Update at the 

bottom of the page 

• Follow Law Society International on LinkedIn 
 

Reports and guidance 

• Learn about the practical benefits of English law and how it can meet your clients’ 

needs and communicate the strength of the jurisdiction to prospective clients – we've 

summarised key stats and selling points in a short presentation which can be 

downloaded here (PowerPoint 4.6MB). 

mailto:Mickael.Laurans@lawsociety.org.uk
mailto:International@lawsociety.org.uk
https://www.lawsociety.org.uk/topics/international/about-the-international-team
https://www.lawsociety.org.uk/topics/international
https://www.linkedin.com/in/internationaldivision/
https://www.lawsociety.org.uk/topics/international/england-and-wales-global-legal-centre
https://tls-sc104-prd-glo-fde-01-duatf0eka4hpcxe6.a03.azurefd.net/-/media/files/topics/international/global-legal-centre-slides-2025---the-law-society.pptx?rev=4ebe82aea7d04e17992865cfe6407ea5&hash=C8D0E725E9ED6AC861DFB5E0087824F9
https://tls-sc104-prd-glo-fde-01-duatf0eka4hpcxe6.a03.azurefd.net/-/media/files/topics/international/global-legal-centre-slides-2025---the-law-society.pptx?rev=4ebe82aea7d04e17992865cfe6407ea5&hash=C8D0E725E9ED6AC861DFB5E0087824F9
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• See highlights from our International Data Insights Report 2025 and download the 

report in full (PDF 1.1MB) 

• Find out more about our Lawyers at Risk programme which supports lawyers and 

human rights defenders who are hindered in carrying out their professional duties 

abroad. 

• View our ‘Doing legal business in’ reports on our webpage (under ‘Guide’) including 

2025 reports for the USA; Texas, New York, Illinois, Florida, California; the District of 

Colombia, Dubai, Switzerland, Spain, South Korea and Luxembourg. 
 

Posts from recent international engagements and regional roundtables 

• Riyadh International Disputes week (January 2026) 

• The Florida Bar International Law Section’s iLaw Conference (February 2026) 

• International roundtable in Leeds (May 2025) and Kent (July 2025) 

Engage with us  

• Find out more about the Law Society’s Corporate Strategy 2025-2028 

• Volunteer with the Law Society with our Get Involved programme which provides 

solicitors with flexible opportunities to come together and share their knowledge and 

experiences to address the key issues affecting them. 

 

https://www.lawsociety.org.uk/topics/research/international-data-insights-report-2025#download
https://tls-sc104-prd-glo-fde-01-duatf0eka4hpcxe6.a03.azurefd.net/-/media/files/topics/research/international-data-insights-report-2025--the-law-society.pdf?rev=114db680af1948c68d35cd9a1dbd94d7&hash=B93D462D902364149424E945E5D1137A
https://tls-sc104-prd-glo-fde-01-duatf0eka4hpcxe6.a03.azurefd.net/-/media/files/topics/research/international-data-insights-report-2025--the-law-society.pdf?rev=114db680af1948c68d35cd9a1dbd94d7&hash=B93D462D902364149424E945E5D1137A
https://www.lawsociety.org.uk/topics/international/lawyers-at-risk
https://www.lawsociety.org.uk/topics/international/
https://www.lawsociety.org.uk/Topics/International/Guides/Doing-legal-business-in-the-USA
https://www.lawsociety.org.uk/Topics/International/Guides/Doing-legal-business-in-the-USA/Texas
https://www.lawsociety.org.uk/Topics/International/Guides/Doing-legal-business-in-the-USA/New-York
https://www.lawsociety.org.uk/Topics/International/Guides/Doing-legal-business-in-the-USA/Illinois
https://www.lawsociety.org.uk/Topics/International/Guides/Doing-legal-business-in-the-USA/Florida
https://www.lawsociety.org.uk/Topics/International/Guides/Doing-legal-business-in-the-USA/California
https://www.lawsociety.org.uk/Topics/International/Guides/Doing-legal-business-in-the-USA/District-of-Columbia
https://www.lawsociety.org.uk/Topics/International/Guides/Doing-legal-business-in-the-USA/District-of-Columbia
https://www.lawsociety.org.uk/Topics/International/Guides/Doing-legal-business-in-Dubai
https://www.lawsociety.org.uk/Topics/International/Guides/Doing-legal-business-in-Switzerland
https://www.lawsociety.org.uk/Topics/International/Guides/Doing-legal-business-in-Spain
https://www.lawsociety.org.uk/Topics/International/Guides/Doing-legal-business-in-South-Korea
https://www.lawsociety.org.uk/Topics/International/Guides/Doing-legal-business-in-Luxembourg
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/donna-evans-8b25a313_weve-had-a-jammed-packed-programme-in-and-activity-7424708677087088640-ad73/?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_ios&rcm=ACoAAA9-18YBlps9wuIOK0EYcxxobqvu-6P1oHg
https://www.linkedin.com/in/mark-evans-57927917/recent-activity/all/
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/jenny-smith-71a555140_interested-in-what-the-law-society-does-activity-7328720673625751552-sw6G/?utm_medium=ios_app&rcm=ACoAAA9-18YBlps9wuIOK0EYcxxobqvu-6P1oHg&utm_source=social_share_send&utm_campaign=mail
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/kent-law-society_internationallaw-roundtable-internationalroundtable-activity-7351707978464382977-LhGy/?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_ios&rcm=ACoAAA9-18YBlps9wuIOK0EYcxxobqvu-6P1oHg
https://www.lawsociety.org.uk/about-us/our-strategy-and-business-plan
https://www.lawsociety.org.uk/membership/get-involved

